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THE CF=zRATIONS CF THE 112TH INFANTRY (28th INFANTRY DIVISION)
IN TEL HUBTGEN FOREST, GERIANY, 2 HOVEYRER - 14 HOVEMRER 1944,
(RHINIAND CAMFAIGN).
(Personal Ixperience of a Regimental Headquarters Company Commiander)

INTRODUCTION

In August ahd September of 194/ the American Legions which spearheaded
‘their way across France became blunted and had their points tﬁrned back
when they hit the Siegfried Iiney Germany's “est vall of steel and con- -
crete forﬁq,which fhe German Engineers had built with their usual thorough-
ness; Thué due to the over-extended routes of communication and dwindling
supplles the 1;;€K f;enetratlons of the defenses cof the "Fatherlandn
‘were forced to withdraw in the face of ever increasing opp051t10n. Con—
wsequently, the now famous "Fursuit Phase" of ﬁbrld ar II was terminated
aﬁd the coordinated assault phase initiated. (1)

After the fall of Aachen the United 3tates First Army planned an
attack early in November on'Colégne ahd the Rhine Eiver, (See Yap A)

This major attack.by VII Corps was to be preceded.by a preliminary assault
by V Corps on the road center at 3Schmidt, uermany; securing the high
-ground northeast and southeast thereof; and seizing two large dams on
~ the Koer fiver northwest of Gemund, The imperativeness of this mission
was based on‘thé fact that the Germans by systematically destroying or
controlling the sluice 'gates of the dams could flood ihe lower Doer Nliver
Valley, eonséquently placing an obstacle in front of the aftacking'VII_
Corps that would be extremely difficult and costly to surmount. It
was estimated that the blowing of tgese dams-would make the-Roef River
fo the norﬁh impassable from 3 to 6 weeks, (2)

¢y cCt 00 on begunnicy '

At the oencedvomews of this attack the front in the zone of V Corps
operations was held by tr; TS 9th Infantr3 Division whose 11ne extended
south from 3chevenhutte through the Lurtgen and Rotgen Forests. In numer-
cus small operations this division had suffered heavy-casualties; therefore,
relief for rehabilitation and reorganization wasdeemed necessary so that

the unit could regain its full fighting effectiveness, (3)

(1) A=1,Chap 8 (2) A~1,7.3-65 4-3,F, 67} A-k,F.282 (3) A=3, P. 66




TEE V CORFS PLANS FOR THEE ATTACK

The V Corps plan of operations was presented in Field Order Mumber
30, dated 21 October 1944, and the supplementary orders and letters of
instruction that followed, In this plen the US 28th Infantry Division
would relieve the US 9th Infantry Division. The 268th Infantry Division
was tnen assigned the mission of seizing and securing the high ground in
the vieinity of Schmidt and Vossenack and establishing contact with UII_
Corps on the north, The 28th Division would then attack southwest seizing
the general line: lammersdorf - Lollesbroich -‘Stﬁauch - Steckenbern so
that Combat Command Min of the US 5th Armored Division with the 2nd Tanger
Pattalion attached could launch an attack from lammersdorf o capture the
Kestefnich ~ Simmerath line after which time the 28th Division would secure
it, The reenforced combat command would then mop up all enemy resistance
north of the Loer iiver (See tap B) (h) (See MAp 5"’)

In the preliminaries of the attack the 28th Division wpuld,kafter
being relieved by elements of the US 4th Enfantry.Division, move into
assembly areas northeast of liott, Cermany, and be preﬁared to relieve
the 9th Infanﬁry Division on the 25 and 26 Octobgr 1944 at 1530 hours,

The division front line ran north and south with the three regiments on
line as follows: 109th Infantry Hegiment on the north, 110th Infantry
Regiment on the south, and 112th Infantry Regiment in the center. The
date for the attack was eriginally scheduled for the 31 Cctober but was
made flexible so as to conform with the emmunition reguirements and the‘
weather, While awaiting favorable conditions the reginents were training,
consolidating positions, and policing the area of dead and =bandened
equipment, The ferociousness of the skirmishes in which the 9th Infantry
Division had been engaged was evidenced by the dead who,by their.positions, .
told the story in mute testimony, Faralleling the build-up of men and
'ammunition, the artillery began indoctrinating the enemy by its program

of counterbattery, harassing, and interdictory fires. (5)y

Fersonal knowledge, T
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THE TERHAIN
In order that the reader may better understand the more detailed
deseription of the action depicted in this monograph it is necessary
to digress from the narrative so that a brief description of the terrain
in the zone of operations of the 28th Division can be made,

" Approximately 18 miles southeas£ of_Aachen the "Forst Purtgen”
spreads itself through rugged terrzin for more than 50 square miles, The
dense growth of Douglas Fir'towereé from 75 to 100 feet above the blanket
of pine needles which concealed the damp ground, The closely packed

trees forred 2 natural umbrella through which only a few of the suns rays

would penetrate on the brightest days., The Kall Diver unwound itself

through the deep wooded ravines of the forest until it disappeared into
the waters of the LFoer River, The iowns are founded on the tree thiﬁnéd
ridges vhich rise out of the west end of the forest, The Hurtgen - Rerg-
stein and Schmidt ~ Steckenﬁarn aygges not only command by observétion the
Fall Valley and Vossenack but on the nerth they dominate the beginning of
the Cologne Flain, the Foer Ziver and on the south they hold the key to

tﬁe large Foer River dams; both vital areas in the scheme of maneuvers

of the Allied irmies., The road net crdséing the Kall River conéisted of

a few trails that resembled'cork screws when viewed on a map., Although
the. combination of woods, terrain, and road net made an attéck through this

area not very feasible; control of it was a definite military necessity, (6)

PLOVISCES OF THE ATTACK

It wes evident that'because of the known hazardous elements of the
terrain this mission would be extremely difficult; therefore, in planning
it was essential that the following proviéions were as tﬁoroughly established
as humanly poséible before the attack could be launched: *
1, Iaveorable ﬁeaﬁher was vital since this ﬁould be basiczlly an
infantry attack and isolation of the local battlefield had
to be maintained tc prevent the enemy from counterattacking

(6) A=2,P, 89;A—3,P.lé?;A—h,F.288;A-7; Personal Knowledge
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with his armored reserves, The intensive studies of aerial
photographs and other sources of information by the G-2
revealed no verification of the existance of a road or trail
from Vossenack through the Valley of the Kall River to
Kommerscheidt; therefore, very 1little help from friendly
armor could be counted on,

2. Arﬁillery would have to be in adequate strength so that it
could effectively neutralizé,the observation and possiblé
artillerg.positions that would be located on the Hurtgen =
Bergstein and Schmidt - Steckenborn ridges, thercommandiﬁg'
terfain features in the zone of the attack,

3. To cope with the problem of.supply and evacuation, carge
carriers that could transverse the-steep sides of the Kall
Kiver Valley had to be procured, To overcome this-prédeter~
mined obstacle the division reguested and received 47 cargo

carriere, full track,; commonly known as "Weasels", (7)

THE DIVISION PLAN OF ATTACK

Jith three infantry regiments on line, the 26th Infantry Division
commander, Yajior General Nerman "Duteh" Cota assigned them the following
missions: (SE'E Map 5-'!)

-109th Infantry Regiment attacks north to secure the Germeter-
Hurtgen road and the adjacent wooded area to the clearing
southwest of the town of Hurtgen, Thus in éddgtion to
protecting the north flank of the division this objective
would serve as a line of departure for the 1S Ath Infantry
Division in its forthcoming attack with the VII Corps,

1100Enfaﬁtry Regimeﬁt attacks south to secure thé ¥all )
River west of Schmidt,

112Vinfantfy Hegiment attacks east to capture'Vossenack
after which time the regiment wiil change its direction of

(7) 4-2,P. 90; A-3,P, 170.



)
of attack to thé southeast on the line Vossenack - Kommer-
schéidt - Schmidt arnd capture and secure Schmidt,  (8)
The_enemy order of battle opposing this attack as depicted by -2 of
V Corps on 011800 October 1944 was as follows:
275th Infantry Division
lilst Fortress Battalion
20th GAF FusilierKBattalion
Kempferuppe jegelein
275th Fusilier Battalion
lhl2ﬁd Infantry Battalioh
89th Fusilier Battalion
Kampfgruppe'Trier
Feserves identified:
Kampfgruppe Brandes
Kampfgruppe Feind
73rd Engineer Dattalion
275th Engineer Battalibn (9)'l
'he specific course of the attack of the 112th Infantry as decided by
Lt. Col, Carl Peterson, the commanding officer, was without a doubt the most
logical plan that could be conceived under the circumstances of the mission
glven in the division order, He was aided in the preparation of the order
by an able staff which included the newly assigned Executive Officer; Lt,
" Col, Locket, who had served as a battalion commander in this area wren the
US 9th Infantry Divisionrattackéd in the early days of October, Thus
after the evaluation of all the available information and after the best
possible solution to the problem of supply and evacuation had been reached
the following plan was given to the subordinate commanders: - (10)
The 2nd Battalion commanded by Lt. Col. Fatzfield with Company "D" of
A the 707th Tank Battalion attached would attack Oermeter and Voésenack. Upon
the séizﬁre of the obhjective the battalion would organizé a defensive posi-
tion, The line of departure would be the present front line which at this

(8) a-3,F. 69;4-4,P, 286; (9) A-4,P, 280 (10) Personal Letter from It. Col,
Peterson, Personal knowledge,



date was approximately 200 yards west of Germeter.,

Immédiately after the capture of Vossenack the 3rd Rattalion commanded
by It, Col, Floed would attack southeast across the Xall Piver to capture
Kommerscheidt and Schmidt, The battalion would thén organize a defensive
position to secure Schmidt, |

| The 1st Battalion commanded by Major Hazlett would follow the 3rd
Battalion and after the capture of Xommerscheidt the‘ist Battalion would
move into the town and secure it,

In acdition to the neutfalization of the key terrain features that
commanded the battlefield, the commanders of the battalions of értillery
that were in direet support plus the supporting artiliery hattalions of
the VII Corps were ordered to give the attack an artillerybpreparation
which would start one hour before the jump off, (11)

The stage was set for the attack to begin on thé 31st of October 1944
but due tc unfavorable weather and an iﬁadequate supply of ammunition it
was cancelled until the 1 November only to be postponed agaih until the 2nd
of November. Starting on the.29 Detober the 8th ALF bombed towns in the
vicinitj but these sttacks wefe hampered by the prevailing bad weather

.congequently the results were not as good as anticipated, The enemy air
effort was confined to night reconnaissance and borhing for whiek they paid
tihre price of two aircraft which the supportineg anti-aireraft shot down, The
~artillery supported by the attached Tank—Desfrqyers and Anti—aircréft {90 mm
guns) continued zctive on.counter-battery, tarassing, and intef@ictory
missions, {12)

T'E ATTACK

«t 0900 rours, 2 Movember 19&&, after an artillerv preparation which
lasted one hour the 2nd Battelion, 112th Infantry with Compeny "ﬁ", 7CTth
Tank.ﬁattalion attached crossed tre line of departure and attacked through

.Germeter to Tossenack, At tie sane time the 1st Division in the north half
of the VII Corps sector attempted to feint the enemy into thinking the
attack might be along the entire front by demonstrating with mertars, arti-

(11) »-2,7. 91,letter of It, Col, l'eterson, fersonal Knowledge (12) A-L4,F.286



1llery, ahd strong'patrols but no advance w;s mzde, The 2nd.Battélion of
the 112th infantry met light resistance in its drive eastward; reaching the
northeast éection of Vossenack by early afternoon., The twe attackine com-
panies set up a defensive position on the forward slope of the ridge while
the reserve company ﬁopped up the stragglers and snipers that were by—paﬁsed.
The egemy's well qbserved artillery fire took & heavy toll oA the companies,
reducing them considerably. It was already evident that the arfillery was
unable to effectively neutralize the enemy observation posts and positions
on;the comménding ridges because sheiis.were coming into the town from thfee
major points of the compass, The attacking elements reportgd enemy armor
in the town of Schmidt but_wﬁen this report was forwarded, =2 promptly
stated that only ten tanks were in the vieinity and theyeweré fiftf miles
away, ({See iap C) (13) (ﬂjsg-ﬂﬂhp 1)

4s the 2rd Dattalion initiated its attack, the lst and 3rd Zattalions -
moved into pesitions to the rear of the line of-deparpure and made prepara—
tions to move te the aid of the 5ttacking battalioﬁ should it be counter-
attacked. The commanders also made recopnaissances as far forward as the
front line for routes of advance; thus enabliﬁg them to further ref:’me.~
their attack plans for the following day. (14)

Te the north the 109th Infantry had made good procress in their
coordinated attaﬁk with the 112th Infantry and had succeeded in knocking
out 15 "Fill Foxes" and in capturing over 200 prisoners., Tke lst Pattalion
of this regiment had advanced 2700 yards in a drive to the northeast toward
the town of Hurtgen but the other assault battalion attacking in the same
direction could only gain 500 yards due to thick mine ﬁiélds and wire
obstacles that were covered by bands of grazing fire from automaticuweapons. (15)

On ﬂhe south the 110th Infantry attacked at 1200 hours but immediately
encountered heavy értillery and mortar fire along with a strone defensive posi-
tion consisting of concrete "pill boxes", log bunkers, and bands of defensive
wire that was covered with machine guns, Jiven after the area had ﬁeen safurat-
ed with artillery and mortar fire, the assault battalions were unable to breach

(1?) £=2,7P.91;4-3,F,69;4-4,P,288,4-7,letter from Col. Peterson. (14) A=4,P,290
(15) i-2,F, 91 A-B P. 69,p-4,P 290




this fortified position, | (16)

The preponderance of artillery support on the first day of this attack
can be better understood by stating that in addition to the reinfarced
artillery effort of V Corps the units of VII Corps on the north fired 9000
rounds and the Tank Destroyers fired 952 miésions on ground térgéts; (17

S A fotal of 306 prisoners were evacuated through the division Prisoner of
“ar cage and idehtification of the units of thege prisonerslwho were interroga-
ted indicated that no new unit had been moved into this area prior to the attack.
(17) |

At 0700 hours on the 3 Noﬁember 1944 the 3rd Battalion of the 112th
Infantry launched its attack across the Kall River and with bracticaily no
difficulty the town of Kommerscheidt fell to Company "K". The battalion
. then pushed into Schmidt and by evening the_three rifle companies were in
the north end of the town, Only a small section of the town had been clear-
ed of enemy wihen due to darkness the mopping up teams were engaging one
another in fire fights; consequently, the battaiion commander ordered the
companies to stop all forward movement and butten up for the-night; Resupply
of ammunition and rations was accomplished by the use of the full tracked
cargo carriers (Weasels), Lt. William George, 3rd Battalion Yotor Officer,
who had led the supply convoy, attempted to get the ™Jeasel" towed Rattalion
Anti-tank pguns into Séhmidt. when this column was traversing the Kall
Valley one of the drivers made the wrong turn and the gun crew was knocked
out when it ran into a German road block. (18) Kfié‘ Maub Gl.)

ihile the assault of Schmidt was in progress the 2nd rattalion ?Sgggé;f
‘their defensive positions east of voséenack. The observed artillery fire
on this position inflicted heavy casualties and cat the strength.of the
alreacdy depléted companies.to a point where they would have to have repl#ce-
ments or be'replaced. As reinforéements arrived they had to be fed into the
line during the action., (19)

In the meantime the lét Sattalion was ordered into KFommerscheidt by
the Hegimental Commander, Lt.'Cﬁl.'Peterson.- Their mission was to secure
(16) A=2,P.9134~3,P.69;4-4,P.290; (17) A-2,P.91;4~k,P.290; (18) A-2,P.91;

A=3,F, €693A~4,P. 290;Fersonal knowledge (19) A-4,P. 290,
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to cross the valley, (21)

the town and to prepare to assist the 3rd Battalion ip Schﬁidt should they
be attacked, The Regimental Commander knew that this movement would be the
only way he could plug the gap fhat existed between the 2nd and 3rd Battalions,
The 1lst Battalion was in the process of preparing their defensive position
when "B" Company on the south edge of the town becéme engaged by a force of
undetermined strength, (20)
| The division plan gave a battalion of coﬁbat engineefs the mission of

making the trail from Vossenack to_Kommerscheidt'passable to tanks and other
supporting trains, This trail was nothing more than ﬁagon tracks, narrow,
with ﬁany sharp turns that made it almost unusable to anything but lisht
vehicles and they were bogging down in the mud, This project was very slow
developing, conseqguently only 3 tanks of the 707th Tank Béttalion were able
At |

On_the north.gk this date the 1st Battalion of the 10%9th Infantry was
counterattécked by a force of approximately 200 enemy supported by 10 self-
propelled guns and 2 tanks, The enemy attack was rebﬁlsed and the two tanks
ﬁere knocked out, The battalion was then ordered to defend its present
positions, ? (22)

The 110th Infantry on the south attacked with the 3rd 3attalion

breaching one line of fortifications only to smash into another strong

'defensive line, The lst Battalion of this regiment prepared for an envelop-

ment of the enemy's right or north flank by moving through the zone of the
112th Infantry, (23) |

The supporting artillery fired every called missicn thrﬁughout thé
day with the Tank Destroyers alohe firing approxiﬁately 3000 rounds on
ground indirect fire missions.  (24)

Weather agéin_stymied air activity, consequently only a few missions
were flown but night fighter céver was civen, (24)

" TIE COUNTrEATTACK

On 4 November 1944 the 112th Infantry received orders to hold their
present positions so as to protect the east flank of the division, At 0600
(20) a—R,%, 9L3h-4,P. 290; (21) A-2,F, 91; (22) A-2,P.913;A-4,P. 290;

(23) A-b,P. 290; (24) a-4, P, 290,
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hours the ehemy reaction started with a severe shelling program on Kommer-

. scheidt and Schmidt with the emphasis being placed on the former, Ait 0800

hours the enemy attacked with an estimated forece of one battalion of infantry

supported by 10 tanks but the position held and the attack repulsed, At
1000 hours the.second German attack of approximately the same strength struck
at the position from the northeast and soﬁtheast but the defenders of Sehmidt
were unable to hold and the battalion was forced to withdraw under pressure
back to-Kommerscheidt. .ntire platoons of "K' and "L Companies were cuﬁ-
off and althousgh a few of these‘units got back to Kommerscheidt the majority
of them were chopped into small groups and forced to surfender. The thrée
tanks of Company "in of‘the 707th Tank Battalion arrived at Kommeréchéidt
Jjust as the 3rd Battalion started its withdrawal but too late to save
Schmidt, Orders to récaptufe Schmidt, with the time of the attack set at
1500 hours, had to be cancelled when it was realized that the German attack
had not been contained, a4t 1530 hours the enemy attack.continued but was
stopped before'reaching Kommerscheiqt by artillery, tanks, infantry, and
air support, The three tanks of the 707th TankaBattalion-engaged enemy
armor supporting the attack and drove them back.to the cover of Schmidt,
The fighter-bombers on this mission claimed credit for destrovlng 3 snemy
tanks,  (25) (555 ATnr (5)

"later information indicated that the 1055th Gérman Regiment of the
89th Division had been moving through Schmidt on its way t§ a rest eenter
at Duren Jjust prior to the atﬁack. it was.halted and ordered to counter-
attack at Schmidt, When supporting weapons arrived, & tanks and 4 self-
propelled gﬁns,rthis attack was started; the 3rd Battalion attacked Schmidt
followed by the 2nd 3Zattalion, both units received heavy ibsses." (26)

'During the morning of the Ltk of November the fiegimental Headguarters
Company Commander of the 112th Infantry after receiving a two hour enemy
artillery méssage.whilé on reconnaissance redommended'that siﬁce the éermans
were using Voésenack for an artillery impact area it would be advisable to

(25) A-2,P. 90; A~3,T. 69; A-k,P. 290 & P, 292 (26) A=h,P. 292
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either stay in the present command post in the pill‘box 800 yards west of
Germeter or move to.the southeast side of the Xall Hiver where the enemy
did not have direct cbservation, The Eegimentél Commander decided that the
command post would remain in the pill box but a small operational group
would be organized and move to the east side of the Kall Niver, The opera-
tiqnal groug was formed and in the afterncon moved bj weasals to a hunting
lodgé on the southeast .side of the draw but remained here only a short time
becausé enemy patrol activity became very aggressive and there was insuffi-
- cient personnel to providé adequaﬁeKSGCurity. The Régimental Commsnder
moved part of this group to the lst Dattalion Command Post in Kommerstheidt
until an adeguate shelter could be set up in the woods, ‘hile the command
-post was pperating in the hunting lodge, It. Col. Flood, 3rd fattalion
Commander, was wounded whiie walting for orders, (27)

In the afternoon prior to the moving of the command post, It. Col,
Locket, legimental Executive Officer, while eﬁroute to a forward hattalion
commﬁnd post, was captured by a German patrol as his pafty crossed.the Kall
River. Accompan&iﬁg_pt. éol. Locket were Capﬁain Yontgomery, Tegimental
5-2, and two photographers who were detailed from US First irmy Ueadquarters .
to make a pictorialfrecord of this action. Céptain Vontgomery wés ﬁounded
in the skirmish but the patroi later abandonea him in one of the many log
bunkers in the area, Later he managed to work His way to the road where
he was picked up and evacuated, (28) |

The 2nd Battalion in the meantime continued to hold its positions in
Vossenack in the face of the precision fire of the enemy értillerymen. A
counterattack at 1430 hours was beaten back with no loss of ground. | (29)

In addition to the identification ﬁf the lOSEthVEegiment of the 89th
Division, the 60th and 156th Fanzer Grenadier Zegiments of the 11éth Panzer
Division were also identified as new arrivals to this front. (30)

In the north the 109th.Infantry made only small gains in its attack
on the town of Hurtgen; advaneing through minefields under heavy.artillery
fire, (31)

| ) . ;

(27) Fersonal knowledge (28) Letter from Col, Peterson;Personal knowledge; i
(29) A=b,P. 292;(30) A-L,P, 292;4-3,P, 69;4~2,P. 91 (31) A=2,P. 90;A-k,P.292 |
. |
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1 The lst Battalion; 110th Infantry eﬁveloped the enemy's flank and succ;
eeded in pocketing a section of the line of fortifications. (32)

In this 24 hour period V Corps artillery fired 8054 rounds and the
Tank-Destroyer units fired 2500 rounds in support of the division, (33)
| The unstable situation of ﬁhe 4th of November was only slightly improved
on the 5th of November when 8 medium tanks and 7 tank-@estroyers traversed
the Xall Valley. During the day the depleted remnants of the lst and 3rd
Battalions improved and consolidated their positions when they were not
warding off small localized attacks or gweating out? the numérous heavy
cartillery concentrations, The ﬁewly arrived armor knocked out several enemy
tanks, It was evident that Kbmme;écheidt,being commnznded Ey high ground on
three sides, was not a éood defeﬁsive position. In addition the enemy had
infiltrated down ﬂhe Valley of the‘Kall and waé constantly threateﬁing the
6nly supply routeiwhich,due to the rain énd tﬁe snow, had become almost
impassable. Threé tanks had already thrown their tracks in an effort to
cress the draw, The engineers épent most of tﬂéir days and nights fighting
off or preparing to fight off these infiltrations, consequently fhere WaS
little time femaining for them to repair or improve the trail, (34)

OEGANIZATION OF TASK FLECT SIPPLT

late in the afternoon of the 5th of Nb#ember, General. Cota, Commanding
General of-the 28th Infantry“Divisioﬁ, ordered that Task Force Eipple be
organized and given the mission of attacking through the 112th Infantry and
retaking Schmidt on the 6th of November. Upon the recapture of Schmidt the
task force would set up road blocks and prepare to hold the town until the
112th could relieve them, -The task foree upon relief would then prepare to
attack in the direction of Steckenborn. Task Force Ripple was composed of
the 3rd Rattalion of the 110th Infantry (approximately 350 men), Companies
"A" and "C" with one platoon of Company QB" of the 707th Tank Battalion,
and a detachment of the 893rdﬂTaﬁk-Destfoyer Rattalich. (35)
(32) a-2, P. 903 (33) a~h, P. 292; (34) A-2,P, 90;A~4,P. 294; Letter from

Col, Peterson; Personal knowledge (35) a=2, P. 90; A-4, P. 294

1



The 2nd Battalion in Vossenack shook off two enemy counterstiacks as
it was slowly being gnewed away Sy arﬁillery fire, (36)

. The forward echelon of the Regimental Command Post was tdug in” about
800 yards northwest of Fommerscheidt, in the area of Company "C'" which wés
in 1st Eatfalion reserve, (37)- | :

The 109tk and 110th Infantries made bitterly contested gains in their
: 7sectors. The 110th Infantry was involved in the arduous task of reducing
the forest fortifications.‘ (38)

The fighter-bombers of the 9th A/F straffed and bombed Schmidt where
the enemy appeared to be assembling for a major attack on Kdmmerscheidt. (39)

On 6 November 1944 at O200.hours Task Force Pipple moved from its assemb-~
ly area toward the Vossenack - Xommerscheidt trail; kgeping in the edge of
the woodé 50 és to avoid the artillery fire that was falling in Vossenack,
Lt, Col, lipple plarned to use the present front line of the company in
position just west of Xommerscheidt as the line of departure for the attack
on Schmidt. 4s the task force attempted to cross the stone bridge over the
Kall Ziver, it was fired upen by infiltrated enemy and therefore had to fight
its way to the positions of the lst and 3rd Battalions., The armered elements
of the task force remained in the vicinity of Vossenack until the trail
could be cleared, PFrior to the arrival of the task force the 1st and 3rd -
Fattalions began to receive very heavy artillery fire that was coupled
with fire‘frcm‘self—propelled guns and émail arms on their pesitions, Tt
was evident that the enemy was waiting for the task force to attack because
it appeared that every gun had rezeréed-iﬁ”ﬁn Kommerscheidt and every
observer had his attenfion focused on the area and f?red at anything that
moved to the front of the town. The impracficability‘of the attack of the
task fofce was soon realized and was called off, The task force moved into
‘and prepared a defensive position to the right of Company "C", (40)

(36) &-2,F, 90; A-L,P. 294; (37) Fersonal knowledge (38) A—2;P. 90;A-4,P.296;
(39) A~k, P, 2963 (4O) 4-2,P, 90;A~k, T.296,A-3,P, 69;Personal knowledge
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The "Shell Happy" 2nd Dattalion in Vossenack was attacked twice but
both assaults were beaten off; however, the increased volumne of direct fire
from self-propelled guns added to the ever increasing pressure of the 1nfartry
attacks forced t he battalion to withdraw to the church in the center of the
town, Tere the battalion was reorganized and was reinforced as follows?
146th ingineer (C) Battalion in the town, 20th and 1340th Engineer‘(c)
Baﬁtalione on a line zouth of the pewn éxtending to the east side of the
stone bridge across the ¥all Niver, and tkat put the 2nd Rattalion in
‘positions along the north edge of the town., The 20th “ngineer ({) Rattalion
had the mission of trying to keep the trail across the rzll oren as iﬁ was
the only line of communications between ?he troops in Xommerscheidt ard
those in Vossenack, Counterattacks cohtinued but the positions as they were
reenforced held, (41)

The situation in the 112th sector was eritieal, Thelever increasing
fury of the enemy attacks‘was'taking & heavy toll on men and material, The
armor of the 707th Tank.Battalion and tre 893 Tank-Destroyer Pattalion was
slowly being nade ineffective due to the concentrated fire placed on them
in the exposed positions ther were forced to utilize. The road between
Vossenack and KomEerscheidt vhich was inadeguate at tre start of the attack’ i
became an obstacle when it becaue soaked by the rain and snow of the prevail-
ihg bad weather. The Sther roads were so &eep in mud that traffic.had to be
kept to an absolute minimum, The physical and mental condition of the men
on positioh was anything but.desirable. They were just existing; they were
cold, sozked to the skln by the rain and clinging wet snow, and miserable,

The constant threat of counterattack and the methodically pounding of the
position by an ever incrgasing volume of massed enemy artillery fire made -
sleep scarce aed casualties high, Ileplacements joined the fight and were
evacuated before the squad leaders got to know their first names, = (42)

During the day a self-propelled gun that was located some where near
Brandenﬁerg had laterallyvbracketted the shallow,dug out that served as the
forward Fegimental Command Post and had had one round short when a P-38
loaded with a "Rlaze Somb" dlve(‘bombed the enemy 0051t10n and silenced

the gun. CYany dramn and weary faces who had heard the alrcraft go 1nte

(u.) i-2,7. 903 F—h,r.296 (42) A~k,P.296; Personal lmowledge l
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its dive and had watched the effect of the bomb, took another glance at the
plané and mutely blesséd and thanked this unknown pilot for.taking a thorn
out of their bhacks, The P=f7's bombed and straffed Schmidt iﬁ an effort to
disrupt tre assembly of troops that were preparing for the attack on Xommer-
scheidt, = (43)

In the north the 109th Infantry made little progress in its attack;
meeting the usual murderous curtain of fire that the enemy laid dewn in
front of théir barbed wiré and minefields, '(hh) |

at 1500 hours the 12th Fegimental Combat Team of the ith Infantry
Division was attached to the 28th Division and plans were rade for the relief
of the 109th Iafantry on the 7 November 1944,  (45) |

The records show that V Corps! artillery had fired‘l5,006 rounds and
that the Tank-Destroyers had fired.1650 rounds of the eguivalent of over 10
iounds per minute for this 24 houny period, (46) |
| The 7th of Névemﬁer was initiated at 0800 hours by the 146th Iingineer
(C) Battalion.attacking toward the east end of Vossenack in an effort to
regain the ground that had been lost the day before, The attack was support-
ed by tanks and artillery{ggfﬁas wa§ the usu%l case in this GeTman artillery
impact area, the enemy laid a blanket of snhells on the aﬁtackefs. The
attack was successful and most of the éround was regained, (47)

The 2nd Tattalion of the 106th Infantrj was ordered to relieve.the
2nd Pattalion of the 112th Irfantry in Vossenack shich it complefed by
2040 hours, The badly mauled 2nd Battalion retired to an assembly area
west of Germeter where it was to be rehabilitated; | (48)

- The morning of the 7th of November also brough the much anticipated
attack on Xomrerscheidt, Although the first attempt to seize the town was
heavily supported by tanks and artillery fire it failed to gccomplish its
mission. It was a different ending when the enemy attacked at 1430 behind
a hedvy curtain of artillery fire and éupported by 15 to 20 tanks; the fight
that ensued was bitterly_fought_but the overwhelming odds could not be‘sur-
mounted, The fragments of the two battalions withdrew after their positioﬁs

(43) 4-2,F.90;4~4,P.296;Personal knowledge (44) A-h,P.296; (45) A-L,P. 296;
(46) A-4,P, 296; (47) A=-2,P.91;4-3,F, 6Q3A-4,P, 296; (48) A-2,P.90;A-k,F.296.,
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became untenable to the line held by Company "C" and Task Force Fipple, (49)
¥ajor Hazleti who had commanded the combined 1lst and ard Battaliqns_in
Kommerscheidt ana most of his staff were listed among the missing. Included
in‘this‘list werelCaptain'Martin, Captain Driscoll (Artillery Offiéer), /3t
HeCann, and @any other seasoned veteréns?m Lt. Coi. Peterson in a personal
letter written after the war:stated, "The only tﬁing that-heia us in
Kommerscheidt as long as we remained was Major Hazletts courage and the
superior cooperation from tw§ artillery Captaihs {who ﬁere both kKilled by
point blank 28mm fire in Kommerscheidt,)., The tanks and infantry were held
back by the artillery-fire directed by thgsé two great artillery officers,

They called for so many concentrations that I believe that those in the

rear figured they were golng crazy and toward: the end (before the artillery

radioc was destroyed) the artillery battalions were unable to give the support

the obser#ers recuested, Apparently we failed to consider that other units
on the front needed support,” (50)

Frior to the loss of Koémerscheidt the difision issued orders to form
‘another task force with Brigadier General Davis; Assistant'Division Comm—
anﬂer, in gomménd. Thié task force would incorporate Task Iorce Ripple and
would havé the mission Bf recapturing Schmidt, Before Task Force Davis
could be fully organize¢=the Corps Commander ordered that due to the pre- |
carious position of the‘troops on the south side of the Kali Ziver, they
would be withdrawn. Task Force Davis waé given the mission of protecting
the withdrawal of these troops on the night of & — § November 194k,  (51)

The tank-destroyers were credited with 5 enemy tanks knocked out but
of the armor that had traversed the Kall Valley only one tank and two tank-
destroyers remained operational. One of the tank~destroyers was lost when
a mortar shell hit inside the open turret, {52)

The aid station which had been operating in the ¥all Talley was captured
by German patrols once a day for the past two days._”Captain ¥adden, the

(49) .A-2,P, 91;£-3,F. 70;4-L,P. 296; (50) A-4,F.296;letter from Col. Peterson
(51) 4 ~2,P.91; a-h, F. 296; (52) A-L, F. 298; Personal knowledge
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Regimental Qhaplain, who could speak excellent German and who was presént
said that the patrol leader would search the aid station for weapons; then
ask him if they had enough food.and medical supplies. After being informed
that the aid station was well supplied, the satisfied patrol leader would
move his patrol down the valley and continue on his mission, Captain
fadden said that within an hour an American patrol usually consisting éf
engineers would approach from the same direction and continue the way

of the German patrol.  (53) | |

During the afterncon of the 7th of November a coded message was received
at the forward command post of thelll2th Infantry which ordered Lt, Col,
Peterson to report to the,division commandrpost. The Regimental Commander
although réluctant left the poéition with two men and a Jeep and started
down the trail that led to Vossenack but at the battom of the draw the
party was émbushed. Cdl. Peterson and Pfc Seiler were able to get away
only to be cut down a few seconds later, Col, Peterson was seriously
wounded but after being left for dead he ﬁanaged to drag himself out of the
draw where he was picked up and carried back to the Division Command Post,
Here heflearned that the mess;ge'he had received was not sent by the
Division Commander, ‘ho sent that message is still one of the unsolved
mysteries of the ﬁaf.‘ (54)

On the other sections of the front the units continued to make small
gains against a much determined enemy, ﬂaé 110th Infantry was occupied in
cleaning out the poékets of resistance that it had created by its flanking
maneuver,  (55) ' |

THE FITHDRAJAL

On 8 November 1944 the front was reIaﬁively qﬁiet with only spasmodic
artillery fire to remind the alert defenders of the enemy's potential, The
aggressive probing of the, line had practically caased.but since the counterw
attack was the enemy's strongest and most likely capability, it was the

(53) £-2,P. 92; (54) Personal knowledge; (55) A~2,P. 90; 4-4,F.298.
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constant threat to the remaining men on the south side of the rall Liver,
It. Col. fipple, aided by the very capable Tajor Dana, S-3 of the 112th \
Infantry, and a few other officers, had made a tentative plan of withdrawal
which could be put into effect once the order was received, It was at the.
completion of this plan that one of the men just outsice the shallow log
covered hole that served as a command post was heard to exclaim, "Holy Fell,
here comes a‘chicken colonel from'the.5th Armored Divisleni™, Thé unshaven,
mud caked faces of the small commend group that had been aging a_yeér for
every day that they had spent on this position suddenly came to aﬁimated
life, ‘Althodgh.nothing wéé said at the moment, the thoughts of the men
present were the same; this meant that help was on its way. The colonel
introduced himself as Colonel G. !, Felson and stated that he was assuming
command of the 112th Infantry. The Colonel had led a patrol through the
draw so that he could take command of the withﬁraﬁalrof his regiment,

‘hen asked as to the stréngth.of the taék feorce, Col; Ripple told him there
were approximately 350 effectives and sbout 50 wounded of which 20 could.
wallk, }heﬁ informed 5f the plan for the withdrawal; Col., Nelson aprroved,
and the plsn was put into action, (56)

Task Force Davies with the mission of covering the withdrawal hadl
assizned the task of securing the draw to the 3rd Battalioﬁ, 109th Infantry.
Thig mi;sion was completed by 1730 after whiéh time the stf?%?f?d remants
of Tesk Force Ripple started their withdrawal, Company "C" haa been left
as.ﬁhe,covering force with instructions to withdraw at a'designated time,
The major problem of évacuation was accomplished by having the first
elements to withdraw carry the wounded and the other elements carry as much
of the equipment as possiﬁle, Ais much of the equipment that had to be |
abandoned and could be destroyed without attracting the enemy's attention
to the movement was demolished, This night withdrawal was undetected by_.
the enemy.and although siX men were ﬁounded by mortér fire znd control was
lost in the thick woods, it was considered very successful, {(57)

(56) A-2,F.91; A-4,P. 298; letter from Col, Nelson; ersonal Imowledge.

(57} a-2,P. 91; Personal knowledge
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7ith the exception of the 110th Infantry which geined ground in its
attack to the sqﬁzh, the other elements of the division held their posi-
tions,  (58) | |
Un the morninz of the 8th of Novenber only 2h tanks out of the original
54 tanks of the 707th Tank Battalion remained operational., ©n the same
date the t.ank-destroyer. had only 12 destroyers left oﬁt of their original
36, (59) |
" On the 9th of November the persomnel of the lst and 3rd Zattalions
of the 112th Infantry were retired to an aésembly area west of Germeter
where they were to be rehabilitated ard reorganized, (60)
7ith the 110th Irfantry ﬁontinuing its attack south and the 109th
Infantry with the suppofting engineers holding their positions in Vossenack,
the 12th Infantry gained a position a few hundred yards south of the town
of I'urtgen, (61) |
. On the lo‘bf Bovember, operztions weré to be,sgspended by the 28th
Division‘in'this area except wren necessary to sécure the Kall River line, (62}
 The (-2 -estimate of this date indicated the 6 Patbalions of the 275th
Infanfry Divisiﬁh, 116th Fanzer Division, and 89th Infantry Division
were coﬁfronting the US 28th Irfantry Division.
On this date the 2nd B#ttalion, 112th Infantry relieved the lst
Zattalion, 109th Infantry in Vossenack, (63)
From 11lth to 13th of November positions were consolidated and minor
' counteréttacks weré repulsed. (6h)
TEE BELIZF |
Cn 14 Hovember 194&, V Corps Field Order YNumber 32 ordered the 28th
Division to interchange positions with the US 8th Infantry Division which
héd been holding a Quiet sector of the front.ffom Lutzkampen to Ettelbruck,
Germany. On this date at 1540 hours the 1lst and 3rd Battaliens, 112th
Infantry moved south and after being relieved by the 2nd lianger Battalion,
the 2nd Battalion, 112th Infantry followed at 2345 hours. (65)
The operations for the 28th Infantry Division in the Furtgen Forest
area were closed when the interchange of the divisions_was.completed on the

|
16 November 1944, : , ' !

(58) A~2,P.915 A-4,D,298 (59)a~k,P, 2985 (60). A=h,P.2985(61) A-h,P.298
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ENAIYSTS u‘“ CRITICISMS

In an analysis of the operations of the 112th Infantry in the Furtgen-
Forest it is immediately evident that all the higher C§mmanders invelved
were aware of the special conditions that had to be egtablished before
this attack could be sﬁccesSful. These prerequisites, the neutralization
of enemy observation from the commandiﬂé ridges, the isolation of the
battlefield, and the improvemeht of the trail (G-2 could not verify its
existance) leading from Vossenack to Kommerscheidt so thHat supporting tanks
could traverse the draw without.any difficulty, were the cruxes to the
* accomplishment of this mission, It was not long after the assault began
that the units of the 112th Infantry aﬁd_those of the other regiments of
the division knew that none of thése provisos had been adeguately surmounted,
The supply and evacuation problem which was to be relieved by the use of

weasels faltered when direct fire weapons on the ridge used them for ducks

in the shooting gallery of Vossenack, Of the original 47 weasels received,

22 were lost in actioh, The failure to provide an adequate line of communi-

cation to the troops in Schmidt choked the flow 6f the much needed heavj
support wéapons and eventually threw thé tide of battle to the enemy,

The battalion in Schmidt had taken all the security measures at its disposal
~ which woulcd have held the position against'any nermal infantry attack, but
its hastily spread mines and rocket launchers were not Eommsnsurate ﬁo the
attack it received. The enemy under the cover of oﬁercast skies was able
" to build up his strength in men and armor from-day to day and by his tanks
and artiliery using precision fire he was able to slowly eliminate the |
troops who were forced to occupy exposed positions. The coqstaﬁt hammer-
ing of artillery and the overshédﬁwing threat of couﬁtarattack sapped the
fighting strength from these veterans and left them exhausted; conseguently,
the casualty rate greatly increased. .(66)

The artillery forward chservers who éhared the riflemants foxhole
earned.their niche in the hall of greatness when b:rwell'adjusted artillery
fire they were able to'disorganize'enemy counterattacks before they pene-
trated the fighting positions,  (&7) |

(66) 4-2,P. 92; A-3, P. 168 & P. 170;i-4,F. 296 A-7 (67) A=, Fu 2965
Letter from Col Feterson
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The series of skirmishes fougnt by the combat enginéé;é in the ¥all
Valley reemphasized the fact that these tfoops were not adequately trained
in the adaptzations of_the normal fighting technique required to fight
successfully in woods, The englneers were not the ohly ones who lacked
this training for from a captured document published by the 183rd Volks
Grenadier Division the following statement is extracted, "In combat in
wooded area the American showed himself completely unfit," (68)

In this ection the reinforcerent system of the army proved itself
inadequate. ~an, Replacements, were rushed into the line and before
they could become thoroughly'indoctrinated to firé they were wounded and
evacqéted. The squad leaders wére unable to help these men over the hump
of battle initiation and many replacements became battle fatigued before
they fired their first shot at the enemy, If these individuals could be

organized inte small fighting teams with battle tested leaders they would
be able to fulfill their intended mission, The time wasting formalities
of introducticens and of learning the capabilities of new personalities
wopld be eliminated from the battlefield where time can be put to a
betﬁer use,. (69)

One of the mysteries of this action is the origin of the message which
crdered the Regimental Commander to feport to thé division command post.
Adthougn tlis message was recelved by the attac*ed cor munlcatlon rersonnel
of the Divisien 3ipnal Company it presumahly was not authermticated, #
grim reminder to coubat commanders to heove every message that is recéﬁved
authenticated, (70) |

The withdrawal plans of tie task force follcwed the doctrine of
gimplicity and completeness coupled with the ever impﬁrtant qualification
of secrecy, Tolfacilitate control the men moved in files with no interva1,
but once they entered the closely pacled woods and started their descent
of the steep sides of the ravine control was lost, 3ut in spite of this
the well laid plans made this a very successful withdrawal,  (71)

(68) 1-3,7. 1€6; h-h, F, 296 (69) A-2,P, 92; ('70) Personal knowledge
(71) a-2,F. 91,



This operation had decimated a first class division, fThe casualty
figure for the Hurtgen Forest Fighting varies connlderablv in the different
reports; one source lists the total loss to be 248 officers and 5452 enlist-
ed men; The 2nd Battalion, 112th Infantry zlone received 515 reinforce-
ments 6 déys after the start of the attéck. (72)

Fquipment losses were stagzering although the actual figures are not
available, (73) |

The other side of the ledger cannot be verified but intelligenee
records show 43 tanks and 7fself~propelled guns disabled or.deétroyed,
an estimated 4000 Germans killed or wounded, &nd over 1000 prisoners
taken, (74) - | |

ldssion not accomplished,

LE55015
Some of the lessons learned from this operation are:

1, FPrior to an opeération through heav11y wooded terrain, troops

Cem E %%oods

must be thorouzhly trained in the variances of fighting technlque:%EEEEE:r-—*
A

ary to successfully combat the defense lines embedded therein.

2, Immediate and rapid organizatio o) =Y

..

been taken must be accompllshed with the same vivaciousness as that of

Lt

‘the attack S

3+ ilocket launchers as the primary means of defense against the
armor of an infantry-tank team are not adequate due to the short range
S — . e asz e 7 . .

i LE S =

of the weapon,

; 4s Houtes of communicaticon must be made adeguate to fit the needs

[ oz ., — W
of the attacklng echelon, T

-

" 5. Sufficient troops must be rade avallable for the rotation for

—

L

rehabilitation of unlts whlch ar“"EEE‘EUted-to—ee¥ene weather or hazardous

conditions for extended periods, The dlsregard cf thlsx'equlslte will
greatly increa e the casualty rate of the unit,

(72) A-1,F. 239 & 307; A=3, Pu 167; (73) A-3,F. 170 & 172; A~h, P. 298;
(74) 4-2, P, 92, '



6. ihen air power is depended upon to isclate the local battlefield,
plans must be flexible so as to include supplementary provisions'in ca.se
a rapid change in weather prevents the air force from sccomplishing its
mission, 7 | |

7. FLeplacements (reenforcamentsj should beﬁtrained as a unit of at
least squad strength and when con&itions permit they should be joined to
combat units between actions and not during actions,

8. Secrecy of plans 1s éssential in a withdrawal action,

9. Due to the extreme difficulty in maintaining control, plans for
a night withdrawal in wooded te}rain mist be not only simple but complete
down to the most minute detail and must be disseminafed to every man of
the command, | 7

10, Artillery forward observers with the assaulting echelon can eff-
ectively stave off counterattacks By observed artillery fire,

11, The practice of.authenticating-all messages received must be
impressed upon the minds of all combat commanders, their staffs, and their
communication peréoﬁnel.

12, Combat engineers can be used as infantrymen but _s»'annet,,'be

expected to perform the two jobs simultaneously,
i et s paLLans AL
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